Note to students regarding the reading assignment
Cari studenti!  As you know, we will continue looking at distribution cases (Consten and Grundig v Commission, the one with the annoying all-capitals printing, and Sylvania, the US case about the television sets) next Tuesday, 4 November.

Regarding Consten & Grundig, please note that when the Court speaks of “Article 85” and “Article 86”, these are just the old numbers that used to correspond to Articles 81 and 82 in the old days.  Nothing has changed except for the numbers.  

Now we’d like to call your attention to the other cases that we will be talking about in the future. 
The following information is subject to change (but not radical change).
4 November

Horizontal agreements
Three cases:  Wood Pulp Cartel, Odin and ENS.
Note:  The edited extracts from these cases are found in a book by Valentine Korah called Cases and Materials on EC Competition Law (Hart, Oxford, 2006).
- The first case, Wood Pulp Cartel, begins at the bottom of page 338 and finishes at page 345.  As you read it, think about the economics of oligopolistic market structures.

- The second case, Elopak/Metal Box-Odin, is a decision of the Commission (there was no appeal, so there is no court judgment).  This case starts at page 729 and finishes at page 737.  For the Commission it marked an important step forward because the analysis was concerned with the actual effects of a joint venture on the market.

- The third case is European Night Services (ENS), starting at page 743 and finishing at page 761.  This is another joint venture, this time involving the four incumbent rail service providers in France, Germany, the Netherlands and the UK.  Notice how the Commission sometimes uses competition investigations (and merger procedures, as we will see) to try to accomplish far-reaching policy goals.  Sometimes, but not always, it succeeds.  Once again, ENS reflects the need to pay close attention to economic effects, but this time it is the Court of First Instance insisting on this.
11 November

Modernization of EC competition law
No cases (other materials) 


18 November
Article 82, part I

Five cases:  United Brands, Hoffmann-La Roche, Commercial Solvents, Magill and IMS Health. 

Note:  it is difficult to keep five cases juggling in your head at the same time, but Commercial Solvents, Magill and IMS Health will all also be relevant for the next class on Microsoft (see below).

25 November

Article 82, part II

Microsoft (press release) and other materials

2 December

Merger control

No cases (other materials)

9 December 
State aid

Alitalia (but there is no decision yet; we will refer to other materials)
