2. CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST WOMEN, NEW YORK, 18 DECEMBER 1979°

% Relevant provisions.

Article 9:

1. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men to acquire, change or retain their nationality. They shall
ensure in particular that neither marriage to an alien nor change of nationality by the husband during marriage
shall automatically change the nationality of the wife, render her stateless or force upon her the nationality of the
husband.

2. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children.

Article 15:

1. States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

2. States Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal capacity identical to that of men and the same
opporiunities to exercise that capacity. In particular, they shall give women equal rights to conclude contracts and
to administer property and shall treat them equally in al! stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.

3. States Parlies agree that all contracts and all other private instruments of any kind with a legal effect which is
directed at restriciing the legal capacity of women shall be deemed null and void.

4. States Parties shall accord to men and wornen the same rights with regard to the law relating to the movement
of parsons and the freedom to choose their residance and domicile.

Article 16 :

1. States Parlies shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in all matters
relating to marriage and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women:

(a) The same right to enter into marriage;
(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter intc marriage only with their free and full consent:

(c} The same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution:

{d) The same rights and responsibilites as parents, irrespective of their marital status, in matters relating to their
children; in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

{e) The same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have
access to the information, education and means to enable them to exercise these rights;

{f) The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship and adoption of
children, or similar institutions where these concepts exist in national legislation; in all cases the interests of the
children shall be paramount;

(9) The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to choose a family name, a profession and
an occupgtion;

{h) The same rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership, acquisition, management, administration,
enjoyment and dispesition of property, whether free of charge or for a valuable consideration.

2. The befrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all necessary action, including
legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for marrizge and to make the registration of marriages in an
official registry compulsory.

Article 29 :

1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of the present
Convention which is not settled by negotiation shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If
within six months from the date of the request for arbifration the parties are unable io agree on the organization of
the arbitration, any one of those parlies may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by reguest in
conformity with the Statute of the Court.

2. Each Slate Parly may at the time of signature or ratification of the present Convention or accession thereto
daclare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph | of this article. The other States Parties shall not ba
bound by that paragraph with respect to any State Party which has made such a reservation.

3. Any State Parly which has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article may at any time
withdraw that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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BRUNE! DARUSSALAM, 24 May 2008, 16 June 2008, 15 June 2007
Reservations:

"The Government of Brunei Darussalam expresses ifs reservations regarding those
provisions of the said Convention that may be contrary to the Constitution of Brunei
Darussalam and to the beliefs and principles of Islam, the official religion of Brunei
Darussalam and, without prejudice to the generality of the said reservations, expresses its
reservations regarding paragraph 2 of Article 9 and paragraph 1 of Article 29 of the
Convention."

OMAN, 7 February 2008, 1 March 20086, 28 February 2007
Reservations:

1. All provisions of the Convention not in accordance with the provisions of the Istamic sharia
and legislation in force in the Sultanate of Oman;

2. Article 9, paragraph 2, which provides that States Parties shall grant women equal rights
with men with respect to the nationality of their children;

3. Article 15, paragraph 4, which provides that States Parties shall accord to men and
women the same rights with regard to the law relating to the movement of persons and the
freedom to choose their residence and domicile;

4. Article 18, regarding the equality of men and women, and in particular subparagraphs (a),
{c), and (f) (regarding adoption).

5. The Sultanate is not bound by article 29, paragraph 1, regarding arbitration and the
referral to the International Court of Justice of any dispute between two or more States which
is not settled by negotiation.




